
Riceville VFD Receives $98,000 FEMA Grant 

As part of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s 
(FEMA) Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG), Riceville VFD 
recently received approximately $98,000 for Operations and 
Safety. Riceville VFD was one of the many NC fire department 
recipients chosen to receive these funds, granted through an 
application process. Assistant Chief Jason Willix reports that the 
grant has been used to replace the aging and outdated airpacks. 
We have  purchased 18 new airpacks , with spare tanks.  The 
new tanks have 4500 psi which meets the standards of the 
NFPA – the National Fire Protection Administration.  They are 
smaller, lighter and more compact than the outdated equipment. 
This will allow firefighters to maneuver more efficiently in tight 
spaces and reduce fatigue associated with the heavier tanks. The 
department has also used the grant to purchase a Rapid Interven-
tion Kit, to assist a downed firefighter or victim.  This includes 
an extra air bottle and hoses, as well as a “Pack Tracker” to lo-
cate a firefighter in distress, and provide additional air until they 
can be evacuated.  The “Buddy Breathing System” will also 
allow for improved rescue of an injured or downed firefighter. 
 These new Airpacks will allow the Riceville VFD staff 
and volunteers to serve our community more efficiently, and to 
provide improved safety for the firefighters. *** 
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Mark your Calendars!! The Annual Riceville Volunteer Fire Department  Open House 
Saturday August 8, 2009 from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm.  

 

 

around for twenty years or more.  While the "old timers" seem to 
agree that the character and quality of the membership hasn't 
changed over the years, the details of running the department and 
responding to emergencies has evolved.  
 Harold Parker, who joined in 1979, sees the growth in 
improved equipment as significant.  He remembers when the 
tanker trucks were converted milk haulers, and fire trucks were 
put together from various vehicles, rather than ordered from the 
factory. He also mentioned the old hearse type ambulance we 
used. He regards the use of compressed air foam to be the great-
est current advance in our firefighting capability.  Harold was 
mentored by A. C. Sprinkle, and still remembers the time re-
sponders had to fight off a furious guinea hen to get to a car 
wreck victim on Shope Creek Road.  He thinks the RVFD "has 
made everything 110% better" in the Riceville community. 
    Thad Lewis, our chief, cites the much greater number of 
emergency calls and our faster response to them as the greatest 
change over the years.  Thad joined in 1979  among all the stal-
warts of the department he especially looked up to Roy Creas-
man, and he appreciated the medical leadership of Billie Shope. 
He noted that the department ran two ambulances until 1993, the 
year of the great blizzard.  He described that event as the equiva-
lent of a war zone, with people and vehicles stranded on roads 
blocked with snow, while the backs of pickups were sometimes 
used for ambulance transport.  Chief Lewis is pleased with the 
improvement of firefighting gear, which has become more light-
weight and protective.  Some of Thad's memories of the RVFD 
back then include the old wooden bay doors (hauled up by hand), 
the fewer number of emergency calls (sometimes only once a 
week), and the huge red pager boxes members had to carry 
around to get the fire tones (he even recalls the earlier "pager"- a 
loud siren on top of the station house).   He observed that current 
volunteer members have less free time to spend socializing at the 
station, but the department as a whole has a greater relationship 
with the Riceville community.  

 The Willix brothers, Jason and Tim, both joined almost 
twenty years ago and agree that the advances and improvement 
in equipment and training are the biggest differences now.  There 
are more hours of training required by the state and turnout gear 
is greatly improvedThey appreciate the improved computer dis-
patch which now gets responders to the address more quickly and 
don't miss having to learn all the "ten codes" that were used back  
           (continued on next page) 

    
   THEN AND NOW 

     The Riceville Fire 
             Department keeps changing its                          
             face, gaining new members as 
             the old ones retire from active 
             service, but some people have 
             been           (continued ) 



then for emergency dispatch.  The increased use and number of air 
packs for firefighters was also noted.  There were more young 
cadets back when they joined, which is how the Willix boys began 
their RVFD careers.  They perceive the average age of current 
members to be somewhat older than before (or is it just their own 
advanced age coloring their vision?).  They have definitely no-
ticed more respect and thanks for emergency services shown by 
the local community since the tragedy of 9-11. 
 Keith Brown joined up in 1991 and remembers when 
there were few paid personnel at the department on standby, and 
the friendly competition among members to be the first to respond 
to calls.  If members didn't get there in a timely manner, the emer-
gency services just had to wait.  He recalls help from Dan Carter 
and Thad Lewis in his early days, and how it was more difficult to 
get all the necessary training at that time.  He, too, states that the 
use of compressed air foam is one of the great advances in fire 
fighting technique.   
 Dan Little became a volunteer firefighter in 1990 after 
serving two years on the board of directors. His wife Jane began 
with the Auxiliary in the late '80's, before becoming an EMT in 
1991.  Dan feels the great upgrade in equipment and training is 
partly the result of more stringent requirements from the state and 
ISO insurance inspectors.  This has resulted in increased use of air 
packs and equipment testing, among other improvements.  Jane 
joined up to know the where and when of the calls to which her 
cadet son responded.  She remembers when the ambulances 
wouldn't roll if a volunteer EMT didn't show up.  She especially 
looked up to Chris Mahoney and Neda Creasman in the early 
days, and Dan cites the strong leadership of Dan Carter, who re-
mained in the background while running the department.   
 
(The reporter regrets being  unable to contact other "old timers" 
before press time and takes credit for all mistakes due to his ina-
bility to read his own notes) *** 

  

 

 

 
Riceville VFD Auxiliary News 

The Riceville VFD Auxiliary will host the Fall Flea Market on 
November 6 and 7, 2009 from 8 am -12 noon at the Riceville 
Community Center.  This is a great way to “recycle” your gently 
used household items, while donating to a worthy cause.  It’s also 
a great place to find bargains, with lots of children’s items, cloth-
ing and household goods, and some interesting surprises!! 
If you have items to donate, contact Jane Little at 298-1452.  Do-
nations from the community are appreciated. 
Mark your calendars for November 6 and 7 to shop early for the 
holidays, and find some bargains. 

 Fun Facts on Sun Safety 

Most people love warm sunny days, when they can get outside 
for fun and soak up the sun. But sun is one good thing you can 
have too much of. Sunbathing is a favorite summer activity—but 
perhaps it shouldn't be. Sunbathing has only been popular during 
this century. Why be wary of acquiring a tan? The sun can have 
long-term effects from severe sunburn which may increased the 
likelihood of various types of skin cancer. On a positive note, the 
sun has many benefits necessary for the human body to function 
properly. To maintain temperature in the human body, a part of 
the brain called the hypothalamus, acts as a thermostat. Exposure 
to the temperature produced by the sunlight during the day 
changes the level of hormones in our body. This causes Vitamin 
D to be produced in our body, and increases the production of 
hormones in the adrenal glands which in turn stimulates the heart 
to increase the blood flow, and causes the brain to get more oxy-
gen. The transformation of glycogen to glucose in the liver is also 
triggered, and more natural sugars are provide proper nutrients to 
the cells in the human body. Hence the sunlight now makes us 
more active and energetic. It can also lift your spirits. In fact, 
there's a form of depression called seasonal affective disorder (or 
SAD) that can happen when there's more darkness than daylight - 
sufferers feel "down" during the winter and much better when 
summer comes.  
 There is a common myth that if a person tans well, 
they're protected from these harmful rays. Not true! While a natu-
ral suntan helps to protect you from sunburn, it does not protect 
you from further damage from the sun's ultraviolet rays. Fair-
haired, blue-eyed people are most prone to burning, and therefore 
are more susceptible to the sun's rays, even "healthy" tans are 
really just damage control - But the damage is already done and 
can't be reversed. Years of sun tanning, be it outside or in a tan-
ning salon, will eventually show up later on in life as wrinkles, 
poor skin elasticity, and possibly skin cancer. It is far better to 
prevent over sun exposure than to deal with it after the fact. 
There is little that you can do for sunburn; cold compresses or 
cool baths may relieve discomfort. A steroid-containing prescrip-
tion lotion or a 1% hydrocortisone cream may also be beneficial. 
Aspirin or acetaminophen can be used to reduce fever and pain, 
but basically you have to wait until the burn subsides. 
 Skin cancer, also called, melanomas, has been linked to 
overexposure to sunlight. Ordinary skin cancers, which usually 
occur on body areas that are not, protected from sunlight, such as 
the face, ears, and hands, are most common in older adults who 
have spent much time outdoors over many years. Some types of 
melanoma, however, occur on body areas that are exposed to the 
sun only occasionally, such as the trunk and legs, and may be 
associated with a history of intermittent but intense sun exposures 
early in life-the kind of exposure that many people experience on 
vacation. Thus, it pays to be particularly vigilant about children's 
sun exposure. To reduce your risk of cancer,              (continued ) 
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GRILL SAFETY 
 It’s that time of year to gather your 
family and friends on a beautiful day, fire up 
the grill for hotdogs and burgers, and enjoy 
your time together.  The grill fire is wonder-
ful but fire anywhere else can make your day 
memorable for all the wrong reasons.  Here 
are some safety tips for your summer barbe-
cue’s:. 

GRILL SAFETY TIPS 
Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only 

be used outdoors. The grill should be placed outdoors at least 10 feet 
away from your home, deck, deck railings, eaves, and tree branches. 
Never leave grill unattended Keep your grill clean by removing grease 
or fat buildup from the grill and in trays below the grill. Keep children 
and pets away from the grill area. 

DO NOT bring a propane and/or charcoal grill inside your home or 
garage.  This is a fire hazard and a carbon monoxide poisoning poten-
tial. 

CHARCOAL GRILL SAFETY 
There are several ways to get the charcoal ready to use. Charcoal 

chimney starters allow you to start the charcoal using newspaper as 
fuel. If you use a starter fluid, use ONLY charcoal starter fluid.  NEV-
ER add charcoal fluid or any other flammable liquids to the fire. 

Keep charcoal fluid out of the reach of children and away from heat 
sources. There are also charcoal starters, which do not use fire. Be sure 
to use an extension cord for outdoor use. When you are finished grill-
ing, let the coals completely cool before disposing in a metal container. 

PROPANE GRILL SAFETY 
Check the gas tank hose for leaks before using it for the first time 

each year. Apply a light soap and water solution to the hose. A propane 
leak will release bubbles. If your grill has a gas leak, by smell or the 
soapy bubble test, and there is no flame, turn off the gas tank and grill. 
If the leak stops, get the grill serviced by a professional before using it 
again. If the leak does not stop, call the fire department. If you smell 
gas while cooking, immediately get away from the grill and call the 
fire department.  Do not move the grill. 
These are just a few safety tips for grilling.  For more information you 
may contact Amy Polhamus Fire Life Safety Education division at 
(828)298-2456 ext. 16. 

I hope grilling with your family and friends is a wonderful and safe 
experience.  May you have perfect grill marks on your food. 

Amy Polhamus FLSE Coordinator  *** 

 
  

as well as prevent sunburn, remember that moderation is the 
key to sun exposure-along with some well-planned protection 
against the sun's ultraviolet rays.  

Two types of ultraviolet (UV) radiation-UV A and UV B 
 

UV A radiation Was once was thought to be harmless tanning 
rays, now is also implicated in the development of skin cancer. 
 

UV B radiation is responsible for the burning effects of sun-
light and contributes to cellular changes in skin.  

Buy a good sunscreen and do not forget to use it. 
Use sunscreen with high SPF (Sun Protection Factor) ratings. 
SPF ratings are multipliers of the skin's exposure time before 
burning. For example, an SPF of 5 means that a person can 
stay in the sunlight without burning five times longer than he 
could without sunscreen. Keep in mind that the SPF rating 
system was developed to protect against sunburn—typically 
caused by UV B radiation. There is no rating system yet for 
UV A.  An SPF rating of 15 or above is recommended. The 
sunscreen should be applied 15 to 30 minutes before going 
outdoors, and reapplied after swimming or engaging in vigor-
ous physical activity 
 Tune in to your local weather channel to get advance 
notice of how intense the sun will be in your area—the UV 
index. This indicator was developed by the National Weather 
Service in conjunction with the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC).The higher the index, the more important sun-
screen use will be. Also, remember that the sun's rays are most 
intense (at any index level) between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., so 
plan exposure accordingly.  

 A few medicines can cause photosensitivity, making 
you more susceptible to the sun's ultraviolet light; therefore, 
you are more likely to get sunburn. Examples of such com-
pounds include some acne medications, oral contraceptives 
containing estrogen, tetracycline and sulfa drugs. Your doctor 
or pharmacist can inform you if a prescription drug is likely to 
cause this problem. Considering the long-term damage and 
cancer risk associated with extensive exposure to the sun, you 
might want to reconsider cultivating a suntan. Many health 
authorities now recommend that people not attempt to tan at 
all. Perhaps it soon will be fashionable to have healthy skin 
and maintain normal skin color year-round rather than deliber-
ately subjecting the skin to harmful ultraviolet radiation.  *** 

 

Training has changed with the times also.  The members of 
Riceville have shown this through their training efforts.  For the first six 
months of 2009, the members have logged over 3,600 hours of training.  
That breaks down to an average of 90 hours per member that is time 
spent away from home and family to become proficient to handle any 
job that is thrown at them.  Most of this training has been here at the 
firehouse but some of this time has been spent away at weekend and 
week long schools out of town.  

That dedication shows when the members of Riceville VFD 
show up on any job that is handed to them.  The knowledge that is being 
obtained through education and experience is a great asset to Riceville 
VFD and the community.  This also builds the teamwork and brother-
hood necessary for Riceville VFD to function as one GREAT TEAM. 

Riceville VFD is very proud of all our personnel and their dedi-
cation to training.  This helps our organization provide the best emer-
gency services possible to the citizens of the Riceville community. *** 

TRAINING NEWS:  CHANGING TIMES  
 

Dedication of a firefighter shows when it comes to 
the training one achieves to be able to perform when the tones 
go off.  Being proficient to do any task when the need arises is 
very demanding on that individual.  The multiple jobs that the 
fire service has taken on over the past few years have grown to 
new heights.  The days of the fire department just handling 
fires is a thing of the past.   
Fire departments all across the nation have expanded their 
services to give the public the best service possible.  You nev-
er know what the next set of tones might hold.  It might be 
that everyday call that everyone has became accustomed to, or 
it might be that specialty call that you might only see once in a 
career.  That next set of tones could be anything from a large 
hazardous material incident to a public education event that 
helps prevent fires and/or injuries.                       (continued) 



 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 
 

From The Duck Pond:  
“There is no greater love than one who is 
willing to lay down his life for a friend.” 
Buddy is one of my best friends.  Buddy would be willing to fight 
a bear for me. Buddy, however, is sort of different.  His color and 
mine are not the same.  He speaks a different language than I do, 
yet we always seem to understand what each other is saying.  Alt-
hough we do not understand sign language, we gesture to each 
other in our own way knowing that our “signs” will be under-
stood.  Buddy always seems to understand my feelings.  When I 
am down, he is always there to help lift my spirits.  When I am 
full of joy, he is always there to share the moment.  There are 
times when we just sit in silence enjoying each other’s compa-
ny.  Watching sports and eating pop corn are some of our favorite 
past times.  Sometimes at night we sit and look at the stars and 
listen to the sounds of the night critters and the croaking of the 
frogs while sitting on the deck.Buddy is always the first to greet 
me and the last to say goodbye.  I can always depend on Buddy 
being there…. 
If only the whole world were full of “Buddys”….It would be a 
better place for all… 
Oh yeah, Buddy, my friend, is my Chocolate Lab… 
It’s a shame when animals are more loving than humans. 
Now that IS something to think about. 
  

Chaplain Terry     

RVFD Activities Schedule   
 Mondays: 
First 7:30pm   RVFD General Meeting 
Third 6:30pm  RVFD Board Meeting 
Every  7:00pm  Training and Cadets (1)  

 Tuesdays: 
Last 7:00pm  Auxiliary Meeting 
 Thursdays: 
Every 7:00pm  Boy Scouts (2) 
 
(1) Contact the station — 298-2456 
(2) Contact Dan Little — 298-1452 
 

Santa’s Visit to the Riceville VFD 
 
Santa and Mrs. Claus are already booking their calendars for 
this holiday season.  They will visit the Riceville Community on 
December 14, 2009 for a night of family fun.  More details in 
the next newsletter. 



 

Riceville Volunteer Fire Department 
Open House 

August 8, 2009 
10:00am to 02:00pm 

(Rain or Shine) 
 

Parking will be located at Berea Baptist Church, 2578 Riceville Rd. with 
shuttle bus operating to provide transportation from the church to the fire 
station. 

PICKUP THE FAMILY AND VISIT THE RICEVILLE VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR FAMILY FUN  

 
 

Silent Auction to be held for Chi-
na place setting and one china 

cabinet. 

Popcorn Hot D
ogs 

Meet your local fire department staff of  
Firefighters and EMTs,. 

Tour the fire station and look over the apparatus 

Puppet Shows 

Face Painting 

Cotton Candy 

Icees 

Sparky 

Infla
table games 

Fire Truck Rides 

Visit the Fire Safety House 
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