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he 36 dedicated members of 
the Wilmar Volunteer Fire 
Department have completed 
serving this great community with 
integrity and professionalism for 
another year.  In 2014, Wilmar 
personnel responded to a total of 
304 emergency calls.  Medical 
emergencies continue to be the 
largest percentage of our 
emergency responses but our 
Firefighters also responded to 
traffic accidents, structure fires, 
rescues, public assists, 
hazardous conditions and 
wildland fires in the Wilmar 
community.  
   We also responded to assist 
our neighboring fire departments 
including Two Rock, Lakeville, 
San Antonio, Petaluma, and 
Rancho Adobe.  Wilmar Fire 
personnel also responded on a 
local Engine Strike Team to the 
King incident that burned in 
Eldorado County where our 
personnel and equipment were 
committed for a total of 10 days. 
We responded to only one 
wildland fire in the Wilmar 
community this past summer!  
For being a severe drought year 
we were very fortunate to not 
have experienced more fires. In 
fact we responded to more 
wildland fires in the winter and 
spring because of ‘control burn’ 
escapes and improper dumping 
of fireplace ashes.
   Our Volunteers continue to set 
the example of training and 
professionalism for the volunteer 
fire service in Sonoma County.  
Our Firefighters participate in 
weekly training sessions and 
adhere to strict training and 
department participation 
requirements. Wilmar firefighters 
logged more than 2500 hours of 
volunteer shift work at our station 
last year. This doesn't count the 
time spent on incidents and 
training. 
   We continue to work hard at 
keeping costs for service down, 

but at the same time providing 
for the highest level of service 
possible. We would like to thank 
all of you that have contributed 
to our organization through your 
donations, attendance at our 
annual dinner meeting in March, 
our fund-raiser BBQ in July, as 
well as your participation in the 
Lucky’s Supermarket 
‘SHARES’ Card Program.  Your 
contributions and ongoing 
support ensure that we are 
provided with the tools and 
equipment we need to serve 
you as your local fire 
department.  I hope to see you 
at this year’s Annual Dinner/
Election Meeting on March 20th 
at the Holy Ghost Hall!!  Thank 
you for your support in 2014 
and I look forward to working 
with our great community in 
2015. Have a safe and 
prosperous year!

T

meeting, the Wilmar 
Chicken BBQ, holiday toy 
drives, public education 
events at Wilson School, 
and participating in parades 
and other local events. I 
hope that you can begin to 
appreciate the dedication 
and commitment shown by 
our volunteer firefighters.  
They really do a great job 
for our community! 
   Fire Chief Mike Mickelson 
and Assistant Chief Kelly 
Bradley continue to do an 
outstanding job leading and 
directing the department. 
We are very fortunate to 
have such a talented and 
dedicated staff!! Thanks to 
the tireless efforts of Chief 
Mickelson, Assistant Chief 
Bradley, along with all the 
volunteer firefighters and 
support staff of Wilmar, we 
continue to be one of the 
finest and most well 
respected volunteer fire 
departments in the Bay 
Area.   
   Many of you most likely 
received a letter from 
Sonoma County informing 
you of a community 
meeting that was held back 
in October, regarding the 
future of Fire Services in 
our County.  This was a 
meeting to introduce a 
‘Municipal Services 
Review’ that the County 
Administrators Office is 
currently performing at the 
direction of the Board of 
Supervisors.  The purpose 
of the review is to 
determine if some of the 
many fire departments 
throughout Sonoma County 
could be consolidated to 
result in a more proficient 
fire delivery system 
countywide.  The results will 
most likely be several 
months out, as they are still 
in the process of gathering 
data on each of the 40 plus 
fire departments that 
operate within the County.  
We will keep you posted as 

reetings to our friends and 
neighbors of the Wilmar 
Community.
   As always, I am so grateful 
for the tireless efforts of all our 
volunteers and for their 
unwavering commitment to our 
organization. I’m sure some of 
you may be unaware of all the 
time and energy that our 
firefighters and support staff 
dedicate to our fire department.  
All the volunteers help out with 
routine maintenance and 
cleaning, but many of them 
have additional specialized 
tasks they’re responsible for as 
well: minor repairs and service 
of the fire engines, tools and 
equipment; maintaining and 
programming our two-way 
radios and pagers; ordering 
supplies and medical 
equipment; writing incident 
reports and updating logs and 
records… the list goes on and 
on. On top of all this the 
firefighters help with organizing 
and running our annual dinner 
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results and proposals come 
forth from the County 
Administrators Office.
   On behalf of my fellow Board 
Members we also want to thank 
the Wilmar community for your 
continuing support of our 
volunteer fire department.  We 
strongly encourage you to join 
us at the Wilmar Annual Dinner 
Meeting & Election on Friday, 
March 20th at the Holy Ghost 
Hall, and also be sure to mark 
your calendars for the 49th 
annual Wilmar Chicken BBQ 
and fundraiser on Sunday, July 
26th.  Last year’s BBQ was a 
tremendous success thanks to 
your support; we look forward 
to making this year’s event 
even better! 

s we enter into the New 
Year our Post has been 
very busy preparing two of 

our Explorers who will be 
attending the 2015 State-wide 
Explorer Academy. This is an 
annual Academy put on by the 
California Fire Explorers 
Association, and will be held 
from April 6th to April 12th, 
hosted by the Fremont Fire 
Department. The Academy 
consists of Explorers from all 
over California who will also be 
attending in order to learn basic 
firefighting skills while obtaining 
high level training in areas such 
as flammable liquid fires, auto 

A

extrication, wildland firefighting, 
rescue systems, and structural 
firefighting. This training is very 
valuable in furthering the education 
of those Explorers who may want to 
eventually pursue a career into the 
fire service.  The academy also 
benefits Wilmar Fire as it prepares 
our young Explorers who would like 
to become volunteer firefighters for 
our department later down the road. 
   The Wilmar Explorer Post would 
like to welcome our two newest 
Explorers to the group; Kyle 
Fairbanks and Will Coons. Both 
Explorers express a deep interest in 
the fire service and we look forward 
to teaching the skills and knowledge 
to further their potential careers in fire 
protection. 
   As always we are looking for high 
school students between the ages of 
15½ to 18 who would like to 
participate in a “hands-on” 
experience within the fire service, 
and could see themselves involved in 
our exciting Explorer program. If you 
or someone you know is interested, 
please look for us online at 
Wilmarfire.com and click on the 
Explorer tab for details on how to 
apply.   

Carolyn Mickelson

ach year the Wilmar Board of 
Directors selects an individual 

in our community who has 
demonstrated their ‘above and 
beyond’ support and dedication to 
our fire department.  This year the 
Board chose to honor Carolyn 
Mickelson for her service as the 
Coordinator of the serving line at 
our annual barbeque fund-raisers 
for the past 23 years!!  Carolyn, who 
took the reins from Cheryl DeWitt in 
1991 as the new Serving Line 
Coordinator, is the wife of our Fire 
Chief, Mike Mickelson.  Mike and 
Carolyn celebrated their 33rd 

WILMAR ROSTER
Below is a list of all the personnel who volunteer 

their time to serve the Wilmar community:

Name Title
Mike Mickelson Chief
Kelly Bradly Assistant Chief
Justin Fox Captain
Brian Mickelson Captain
Devon Ayers Engineer
Urban Anderson Firefighter
Hannah Barnett-Powell Firefighter
Marco Barros Firefighter/Explorer 

TrainerKenderic Braal Firefighter
Patrick Bradley Firefighter/Explorer 

TrainerJesse Cole Firefighter
Eric Haggard Firefighter
Ryan Hamilton Firefighter/Explorer 

TrainerJoshua Hartlieb Firefighter
Andrew Ihlenfeldt Firefighter
Nick Joyner Firefighter
Carlos Lopez Firefighter
Jonathan Lucchesi Firefighter
Kyle Marshall Firefighter
Mitch Neve Recruit
Val Norton Firefighter
Matt Pesenti Firefighter
Casey Rodd Firefighter
Lauren Powers Firefighter
Shane Redmond Firefighter
Tyler Seina Firefighter
Gabriel Sacher Recruit
Tony Tescallo Recruit
David Tuttle Firefighter/Explorer 

LeaderSupport Title
Mark Heine Web Site
Mark Horn Captain Support
Pat McLaughlin Auxiliary Support
Debby McLaughlin Newsletter
Julie Mello Marketing Support
Don Reid Project Support
Jane Singleton Admin Assistant
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wedding anniversary last May! 
   Carolyn moved with her family 
to their new home on Eucalyptus 
Ave. in the Wilmar community in 
1966, the same year the 
department was formed.  She 
transferred to Wilson School and 
began her association with 
Wilmar Fire when she was only 
10 years old, when Carolyn along 
with her friend Raedeen 
Ronsheimer, volunteered to run 
the “soda booth” at the annual 
BBQ’s. 
    As Serving Line Coordinator, 
Carolyn is tasked with calling 
folks several weeks before our 
BBQ to make sure that all 5 (one 
hour) shifts are filled with 
volunteers who serve up a 
fantastic barbequed chicken 
dinner to all who come out to 
support us.  She also works 
closely with our Kitchen Chef, 
Allan Lewitter, to make sure that 
all the necessary supplies are on 
hand for the big event.
   Each year, Carolyn looks 
forward to seeing everyone in the 
community and all the different 
generations of families as they 
come together to support our fire 
department.  
Please join us at this year’s 
Annual Dinner Meeting on March 
20th, at the Holy Ghost Hall when 
we will honor Carolyn for all the 
years she has volunteered to 
serve this organization as our 
Serving Line Coordinator!!

Explorers Board of Dir. Title

Will Coons Jim Eckhoff President

Kyle Fairbanks Bobo Green Vice Pres.

Bailey Maack Al Mello Treasurer

Cole Petersen Cheryl Brown Secretary

Garrett Petersen Lisa Gravesen Director

Dillon Plumbtree Rich Casarotti CSA-40

Tony Rossi Joe West CSA-40

Volunteer
Profile

  arco Barros has been with 
Wilmar since 2004 as an 

EMT and Firefighter. In 2007 he 
received his certification as a 
paramedic. In addition to 
volunteering at Wilmar, he is also 
on the staff of the Bodega Bay 
Fire Department as a firefighter 
and paramedic as well as 
working as a paramedic for 
American Medical Rescue 
(AMR). 
   Marco was born in San 
Francisco but received his 
education in the Petaluma school 
system, graduating from Casa 
Grande High School in 2000. 
While at Casa Grande he 
participated in their baseball and 
swimming programs as well as 
being active in drama. He played 
Mr. Zuckerman in Charlotte’s 
Web. 

   In the summer of 1997 he went to 
the Dominican Republic as a 
member of the Habitat for Humanity 
program and helped in the 
construction of homes. He also was 
active for ten years as a 6th grade 
camp counselor for the Old Adobe 
School District.
   Marco’s father was born in Spain 
and his mother in the United States, 
and Marco has had the opportunity 
to be a part of both cultures. He 
spent a year on the west coast of 
Spain following his graduation from 
high school.  He was in Spain for 
another year in 2008.  During his 

first stay he was introduced to the 
game of rugby that he played up 
until 1 1/2 years ago. He enjoyed 
the team aspect of the game, and 
the fact that the opposing teams 
would share beers and laughs after 
the game.
   On November 10th of last year, 
Marco was a member of the 
Bodega Bay Fire Department team 
who rescued a four-year-old boy 
who had fallen down a 230-foot high 
coastal cliff. Marco and another 
team member repelled down the 
cliff, Marco located the boy, and 
together they carried the youngster 
back up the cliff using a “Stokes” 
basket. Although the boy had 
multiple broken bones and spent 
over two months in the Oakland 
Children’s Hospital, he has since 
been released and is recovering. 
Marco and the other team members 
visited the child in the hospital and 
received considerable attention in 
the media for their efforts. The 
experience was even more 
significant to Marco as he is also 
the proud father of a four-year-old 
son named “Santiago”. Santiago 
likes outdoor activities with his dad 
and visiting the firehouse where his 
favorite piece of equipment is the 
Water Tender.
   Marco enjoys the camaraderie of 
the firefighter community and 
specifically the opportunities he has 
to be a teacher and instructor. 
He plans on making the fire 
services his career.

Marco Barros

M

Fire....
Facts

 ntroducing ..."Fire Facts" 
This is a new column 

we're rolling out beginning 
with this newsletter as a way 
of reaching out to our many 
community members who 
may not be aware of the inner 
workings or history of their 
local fire department.  We 
hope you enjoy it!
Did you know……..
• During the aftermath of a 

huge wind-driven vegetation 
fire that swept quickly 
through our community in 
September of 1965, a core 
group of citizen’s 
assembled to discuss the 
necessity and possibilities 
of forming a Volunteer Fire 
Department.

• After much work and many 
planning meetings mostly 
led by local resident, Herold 
Mahoney, Wilmar Volunteer 
Fire Department was 
officially formed and began 
responding to emergency 
calls in July of 1966.  

• Bob Mickelson was named 
as our first Fire Chief, and 
served in that position for 21 
years!  In 1987, he passed 
the reins to his oldest son, 
Mike Mickelson, who is 
currently serving his second 
time as our Chief!!

• Wilmar Fire is a 100% 
Volunteer Organization.  No 
one in the department is 

paid for their time or 
services in protecting the 
Wilmar Community

• July 2015 marks the 49th 
anniversary for Wilmar 
Fire’s existence!!

• Each July, Wilmar puts 
on a Barbeque Chicken 
Fund-raiser to provide 
funding for the tools and 
equipment our 
firefighters need to 
protect our community.  
For more than 45 years, 
Bill DeMartin, a Wilmar 
resident, served as our 
head BBQ Chef in 
cooking an average of 
750 chicken halves.  He 
still helps the BBQ crew 
in an advisory role each 
year!

• All folks who either own 
property or live in the 
Wilmar Fire response 
area, are considered 
“Members of the Wilmar 
Fire Department 
Community”.

• A five member Board of 
Directors is responsible 
for the overall 
management of our 
department.  Each Board 
member serves a 5 year 
term, with one seat open 
for election each spring 
at the department’s 
Annual Dinner Meeting 
held at the Holy Ghost 
Hall.  This year’s dinner 
will be on March 20th at 
6:30 p.m.  All our 
community members are 
strongly encouraged to 
attend!!

I

Mutual Aid...Wilmar 
assisting Petaluma Fire 

Dept. downtown
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Wilmar Volunteer Fire Department 

Dinner Includes: 
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No Host Bar: 
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49th Annual  
Chicken BBQ Fundraiser 

Sunday, July 26th 
11:00a.m to 4:00p.m. 
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