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Chief’s

Report

Y

our department has
experienced several changes
since our last newsletter was
issued. We have lost a couple
of members to jobs and family
commitments. On the other
hand, we have gained a few
new members to the Wilmar
fire family. Currently, we have
38 highly motivated and
dedicated volunteers. Together
with the support of our Board of
Directors we are committed to
providing professional, high
quality customer service to our
community.
I am pleased to announce
the addition of Kelly Bradley as
our Explorer Post Leader.
Kelly is a Battalion Chief with
the Tiburon Fire Department in
Marin County. Kelly replaces
Doug Cole in this important
leadership position for our
Explorer program. Doug
leaves some big shoes to fill.
Doug has provided exceptional
leadership to the youth
participating in our program as
we provide them an opportunity
to explore this wonderful
profession. His leadership and
vision has led to our Explorer
Post being a leader in the
County. Doug continues to
serve by providing his
leadership and experience to
our training division ensuring
that our Firefighters receive the
highest level of training.
Despite the recent rains, fire
season is beginning. The large
amount of rain that we’ve
received has resulted in a large
growth of grass this year. This
poses a significant risk of a
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vegetation fire that can quickly
threaten lives and property.
Help us protect you and your
property by maintaining a
defensible space around your
property. Clear brush and
grass back at least 30 feet from
your home. Keep the access
to your property clear for
emergency vehicles and make
sure your address is clearly
displayed on the street so we
can quickly find you.
We are honored to serve you
and this wonderful community.
We thank you for your
continued support. We
continue to be challenged by a
tough economy and rising
prices for our supplies and
equipment. Your support helps
us to meet our commitment to
you and permits us to ensure
that our Firefighters are
equipped with the best and
safest equipment available.

Director’s
G

Dialogue

reetings to all of our Wilmar
Community friends and
neighbors, and on behalf of the
Wilmar Fire Department Board
of Directors thank you for your
support over the years. The
Wilmar Volunteer Fire
Department continues to be
recognized as one of the most
well respected and effective
volunteer fire departments in
the area. Under the leadership
of Chief Mark Heine and
Assistant Chief Mike
Mickelson, the firefighters do
an outstanding job serving their
community. All of our
firefighters meet (and often
exceed) the mandated training
requirements for firefighters, as
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well as the standards for
response times to
emergency calls. With the
support of our community
through tax dollars and
fundraisers our volunteers
are kept supplied with the
latest tools and equipment
necessary to perform their
job.
You may have noticed a
new look to the Wilmar Fire
Department logo recently.
Our firefighters decided it
was time to update the
department’s dated logo with
something more
contemporary, so with the
support of the Board of
Directors they pooled their
many artistic talents and
created the new design. We
are all very pleased with the
result, and over the next few
months we will be updating
our fire engines, uniform tshirts, and department
patches with the new look.
Once again this year’s
annual chicken BBQ was a
huge success. Our
fundraiser surpassed all
previous BBQs raising
$15,900 for our volunteers.
Thank you to all the
community members who
attended and helped out to
support our fire department.
All the money raised at the
BBQ goes towards
purchasing tools and
supplies to help our
volunteer firefighters do their
job. Be sure to mark your
calendar for this year’s BBQ
– we look forward to seeing
you all on Sunday July 28 at
the Holy Ghost Hall.
I’d like to say thank you not
only to our volunteer
firefighters (who all do such
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a tremendous job), but also
to our support personnel
who volunteer time helping
out with all of the behind-thescenes activities necessary
to keep the department
running smoothly: organizing
and managing the Fire
Explorer program, helping
out with office and clerical
work, putting together our
annual newsletters, and
helping out with our annual
fundraising BBQ whether it’s
helping out in the kitchen or
serving line, selling dinner
tickets, or collecting or
donating prizes for the
raffles. We can always use
more help so if you’d like to
get involved please visit our
website at Wilmarfire.com
and click on the “contact us”
box to let us know you’d like
to participate. The website is
also a great way to keep up
to date on Wilmar Fire
Department activities and
events, as well as for making
donations.
Be sure to join us at the
annual Dinner Meeting on
Friday March 15 at the Holy
Ghost Hall. In addition to
getting an update on recent
department activities you’ll
also have the opportunity to
meet with our firefighters and
explorers. We look forward
to seeing you there.

Annual
Dinner
Meeting &
E l e ct i o n

FRIDAY
March 15th
6:30 p.m.

Wilmar

A NNUA L BBQ
F U N D RA I S ER

Explorers....
O ur Explorers currently

represent Petaluma and St.
Vincent High Schools and
they are: Cameron Murrin, Ian
Toll, Maddy Badouin, Iain
Gors, Bailey Maack and
Dillon Plumbtree. We are
looking forward to a very
good year for training and
expanding the knowledge
about the fire service. We are
also looking forward to a few
community fund raisers so we
can purchase new gear.
Our training will include
structural fire fighting, vehicle
accidents, wild land and various
other topics that will get the
Explorers ready for a career in
the fire service should they
choose. We routinely train
alongside the Wilmar
Volunteers, Cal Fire, and other
neighboring fire agencies to get
the best possible training.
If the Fire Service as a career
interests you, and becoming
part of a professional and
dedicated organization sounds
interesting, then becoming a
Fire Explorer might be the right
thing for you. Explorer Post
9400 will provide you with the
most recent up to date training
on everything from battling
structure fires to basic medical
care, and everything inbetween. The Explorer post will
also provide excellent life
experiences and help you
mature not only as an
individual, but also as part of a
team. Fire Exploring provides
experiences that most
teenagers will never get in their
life time. We are looking for
additional students age 15½ to
20 interested in becoming an
Explorer. Will you be the next
one to fill this prestigious spot?
If you or someone you know is
interested in becoming a Fire
Explorer then please visit the
Wilmar Volunteer Fire
Department’s web page and

S u n d a y, J u l y 2 8 t h
11 a . m . t o 4 p . m .
Holy Ghost Hall
Fo r m o re i n fo r m a t i o n , p h o n e
D e b b y o r Pat M c L a u g h l i n
781-7181
click on the “Explorer Post”
tab.

2013
Community
T

Recognition
Award

he Wilmar Board of
Directors is honored to select
the husband and wife team of
Pat & Debby McLaughlin as
the recipients of this year’s

Community Recognition
Award! Pat and Debby’s
service to Wilmar Fire began
10 years ago when Pat was
voted in as a Director. Shortly
after, Debby stepped up to
take over the duties of
producing the department’s biannual newsletter. Together,
they took over the reins from
retiring board member
Jeannette Sutton who oversaw
the silent auction at our yearly
BBQ. As a team, they
streamlined the logistics of

managing the auction.
Debby computerized the
entire data base which
enabled them to keep track
of donors, solicitations &
sales history. She also
produced new bid sheets
showing each vendor’s logo.
Debby, along with Julie
Mello, personally hand-write
notes on every thank you
letter that goes out each
year to our donors!
Pat spent a total of 7 years
as a director, all as the
board’s secretary. But
before stepping down, Pat
convinced his fellow board
members that a fire auxiliary
would be a great way to get
community members more
involved with helping out the
department. He volunteered
to be the chairman of the
group and still holds that
position today! Besides their
involvement with Wilmar
Fire, both Pat & Debby have
volunteered their time at
Wilson School. Debby for
10 years and Pat for 13
years! Debby is also proud
of her association with the
Petaluma Community Guild
which she serves as
treasurer.
Asked what they like best
about Wilmar Fire, Pat said
that he is proud of the
positive reputation the
department holds as well as
the recruitment of our
current “professional” fire
chief. Debby stated that
considering the department
is made up of all volunteers,
she feels everyone does a
fantastic job! Please join us
at the annual dinner meeting
on March 15th when we
honor the great team of Pat
and Debby McLaughlin!

Fireﬁghter

Profile

K elly Bradley is the Wilmar

Explorer Lead Supervisor and
the father of Wilmar Firefighter
Pat Bradley who was profiled
in last July’s newsletter. Kelly
was born in San Francisco but
grew up in Petaluma and
graduated from St. Vincent
High School. His first
experience in fire fighting
came with CAL Fire on

Kelly Bradley

Lohrman Lane where he was
employed for five seasons
until he was hired by the
Tiburon fire department in
1986. He married his wife
Teresa in 1991 and they
moved to Rohnert Park where
he and Teresa raised their two
sons, Pat and Matt. Pat, born
in 1992 is a graduate of
Technology High School, and
Matt aged seventeen is a
senior at Rancho Cotati High
and considering applying to
the Peterson Tractor school
where he could get an AA and
be certified in diesel engines.
Teresa has been employed by
the IRS since 1987.
Kelly was promoted to the
position of Captain in the
Tiburon Fire Department in
2002 and in 2005 was made a
Battalion Chief. He says that
he loves the mixed
responsibilities that go along
with the Battalion Chief
position and it has the right
mix of line and administrative
duties. He has also served in
the Wilmar Explorer position
for the last three years and
has continued providing the
superior training and
leadership previously provided
by Doug Cole. In addition,

Kelly for the last ten years
has been a member of the
Marin County Urban Search
and Rescue team as a
“confined space specialist”. If
you are ever stuck in a well
or a collapsed structure he
would quite possibly be the
one called to help you get
out. He finds time to spend
some twelve to sixteen hours
a month participating in this
activity.
On a personal note, Kelly
and his family enjoy
camping, skiing, riding
motorcycles and ATV’s.
Tahoe and the campgrounds
in the Tahoe area have long
been among their favorite
escapes. The Bradley’s also
have for several years been
hosting a 4th of July party at
their home with jumpy jumps
and water slides.
Fortunately, they live in a cul
de sac and have plenty of
space available for a large
group of guests.
Kelly brings a ton of
experience to Wilmar to go
along with his enthusiasm
and leadership abilities. We
are fortunate to have him
guiding our young firemen of
the future.

Board of
D i re cto rs

Jim Eckhoff
Bob Green
Al Mello
Cheryl Brown

President
Vice
President
Treasurer

Lisa Gravesen

Secretary
Member/
Historian

Rich Casarotti
Joe West

CSA #40
CSA #40

WILMAR ROSTER
Below is a list of all the personnel who volunteer their time to
serve the Wilmar community:

Name

Title

Mark Heine
Mike Mickelson
Justin Fox
Garrett Green
Brian Mickelson
Devon Ayers
Chris Bonilla
Hannah Barnett-Powell
Kenderic Braal
Patrick Bradley
Jesse Cole
Scott Gratto-Bachman
Eric Haggard
Ryan Hamilton
Steve Heine
Andrew Ihlenfeldt
Jimmy Jensen
Kyle Kidder
Carlos Lopez
Jonathan Lucchesi
Mathew Moulyn
Daniel Powell
Kevin Powell
Tyler Selna
David Tuttle

Chief
Assistant Chief
Captain
Captain
Captain
Engineer
Engineer
Firefighter
Firefighter
Firefighter
Firefighter
Firefighter Recruit
Firefighter
Firefighter
Firefighter
Firefighter
Firefighter
Firefighter
Firefighter
Firefighter
Firefighter Recruit
Firefighter
Firefighter
Firefighter
Firefighter

Support:
Mark Horn
Pat McLaughlin
Debby McLaughlin
Julie Mello
Jane Singleton

Captain-Support
Support-Auxillary
Newsletter
Marketing Support
Admin. Assistant

E X P L O R ER R O S T ER
Maddy Badouin

Cameron Murrin

Iain Gors

Dillon Plumbtree

Bailey Maack

Ian Toll

Wilmar

Auxiliairy

We continue to try to expand
membership in the Wilmar
Auxiliary. These members are
called upon to help out at the

BBQ, send out newsletters
and help with other fire
department projects and
activities throughout the year.
If you haven’t yet become a
member of the auxiliary please
contact Pat McLaughlin at
pmclaughlin18@comcast.net.
If you are already a member
please send Pat an e-mail with
your current e-mail and/or
phone number (We had a file
corruption and need to verify/
update our records).
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