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Report

I am very proud to work alongside

all of the talented members of the
Wilmar Volunteer Fire Department
who are dedicated in serving our
community. We currently have over
35 Volunteer Firefighters along with
7 volunteer support personnel. We
stand ready to respond to your calls
for assistance as well as performing
community safety education.
Our Apparatus Committee has
been working on developing a
replacement “Type I” fire engine to
replace our aging 1998 engine. This
new piece of equipment will
enhance our abilities to serve you
better with a prompt and efficient
response to your calls for service
now and in the future. The engine is
outfitted with the latest technology
and features to assure that our
Firefighters can mitigate an
emergency call quickly and safely.
As we enter another summer fire
season we encourage you to take
the necessary steps to ensure the
safety of your home and family from
the threat of a wildfire. Check out
CAL FIRE’S information on
protecting your home and preparing
a plan for your family at
www.readyforwildfire.org I look
forward to seeing you all at our BBQ
on July 26th! Have a safe and
enjoyable summer!
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support member for many years.
She served as the Administrative
Assistant to the Fire Chief, and
has requested to retain that job in
addition to joining the Board. We
would also like to thank outgoing
Board Member, Cheryl Brown for
all her service to Wilmar!
Our Board is keeping a close
eye on the Sonoma Counties
‘Municipal Services Review’,
which is underway to study how
all fire departments in the County
are delivering fire services to
their respective areas. We will
keep you posted on the
committee’s findings and
suggestions as they become
available.
In addition to the news of
obtaining a new fire engine as
Chief Mickelson mentioned, we
are beginning to collect ideas on
celebrating the 50th anniversary
of Wilmar Fire which takes place
in 2016! We welcome our
community members to pass on
any suggestions on how Wilmar
should celebrate this milestone.
Please call the station at
765-1995 and leave a message,
or you can log on to
Wilmarfire.com and use the
'contact us' button. We look
forward to seeing you all at our
49th BBQ Fundraiser!

Barn Fire
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Explorer

Update

Explorer Post 9400 has been very

busy this year, between sending an
Explorer to the annual Explorer
Academy, participating in several
fundraisers, training with the
Volunteers, and bringing on several
new explorers. Explorer Garret
Petersen participated in Explorer
Academy this year, training in auto
extrication, firefighter skills,
wildland firefighting, structure
firefighting, and rescue systems.
This week long academy taught
Garret valuable information that he
will carry with him throughout his
firefighting career. Garret and
Bailey Maack are two of our
Explorers who will be transitioning
into the role of Volunteer Firefighter
in the coming months. Their
training as Explorers will be a great
advantage to them for this
promotion. We wish them the best
of luck! As always, we are looking
for individuals between the ages of
15 ½ to 20 interested in joining our
Explorer Post. More information
can be found on the Wilmar
website!

Volunteer
Profile

Congratulations are in order to our

Director’s

Dialogue

As we head towards another

summer season, the folks at
Wilmar are busy preparing for the
49th Annual BBQ Fundraiser.
Time to mark your calendars as this
year’s event will be held on
Sunday, July 26th, and as always,
we will be serving up the best
Chicken BBQ in Sonoma County!!
Please come out and show your
support for Wilmar!
Wilmar’s Board of Directors is
pleased to welcome our newest
member, Jane Singleton to our
Board! She was elected at our
annual dinner meeting in March.
Jane is no stranger to Wilmar Fire
as she has been a volunteer
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Wilmar Fire responded to a
fully engulfed barn on fire in
the 4500 block of Bodega
Ave on April 6th.
Our
department received
assistance from our
neighboring fire departments
to help with what is
commonly called a "Surround
and Drown Fire”.

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT WWW.WILMARFIRE.COM AND ON

own David Tuttle who recently
joined the Petaluma Fire
Department as a Firefighter/EMT.
Securing a position in the PFD has
been a goal of David’s since he
started his journey into the field of
firefighting. Over 200 applicants
applied for the two positions
available, approximately 30 were
interviewed and David was one of
the two hired.
David’s family moved to
Petaluma when he was in the 7th
grade and he attended Our Lady of
Loretta in Novato and eventually
graduated from St. Vincent de Paul
High School here in Petaluma in
2005. He then attended Santa
Rosa Junior College studying Fire
Technology and getting a
Paramedic Associate of Science
degree and an AS also in Fire
Technology. His involvement with
Wilmar Fire began in 2006 as a

AT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/WILMARFIRE

Volunteer. As with many starting their
careers in fire fighting, he had several
jobs over the next few years working
both as a firefighter and EMT with both
municipal fire companies and private
ambulance companies, as well as
several stints with Cal Fire. Most recently
he worked for the Yocha Dehe Fire
Department as both a firefighter and as a
paramedic. All of this work experience

the firefighter’s shift arrangements is that
he can get away for several days at a time
for his outdoors activities. David also
enjoys traveling and has been able to
make several trips with his family to
Europe.
Even though David is going to have to
take a job-mandated break from his
Wilmar involvement as he assumes his
new duties with PFD, he hopes to return to
the department in some capacity. He says
he truly enjoyed his time at Wilmar and the
opportunity to serve the community.
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Bailey Maack
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David Tuttle
gave him the background necessary to
secure his current position.
David has made significant
contributions as a Volunteer at Wilmar.
Because he lived close to the Wilmar
station he was able to make 35 to 40 per
cent of the calls as a firefighter and driver
operator. As he gained experience he
became more involved in the Explorer
program and eventually moved into the
position of directing the entire program.
In David’s non-working hours he enjoys
the outdoors and in particular duck
hunting and both lake and ocean fishing.
He also loves working on his Jeep. David
says that one particular advantage to
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Fire Facts

Did you know………

•

•

•

When Wilmar first started out in 1966, a
siren was purchased as surplus from
Sonoma County for $ 10, and placed on a
pole at Fire Chief Bob Mickelson’s house
on Bodega Ave. Fire emergency calls at
that time were routed to the same
residence, where “Dispatcher” LaVonne
Mickelson would answer and then activate
the siren to alert the firefighters to respond.
In 1989 Board Member George DeWitt
began talking with Wilson School looking
for a site to build a fire station. In the early
90’s, Board Member Leo Ladner led the
charge in working with School officials
resulting in a lease agreement for a section
of their old playground for Wilmar to build
its station! Wilson School and Wilmar Fire
still enjoy a close working relationship to
this day!
It took several years to complete the entire
station project with most help coming from
the local community members in the way of
labor as well as monetary donations. Our
major financial contributor, Herold
Mahoney, was given the honor of cutting

the ribbon on the new station on May
3rd, 1997. Afterwards the community
followed him through the front door for
a public tour!

•

•

Wilmar Fire began a Fire Explorer
Program in the year 2000, which has
been a huge success to this day.
High School students interested in the
fire service are given a “hands-on”
approach to all the different duties and
responsibilities of a Firefighter. Many
of our Explorer’s go on to become
Volunteer Firefighters for Wilmar, and
some eventually end up with paid
career jobs in the fire service!
Wilmar Fire has an “Auxiliary”
program open to any and all Wilmar
community residents. Auxiliary
members help out with different jobs
throughout the year to support their
fire department. Some duties include
preparing the large mail-out materials
for the annual barbecue, as well as fill
a variety of shifts needed at the BBQ
itself. You can join our Wilmar Fire
Auxiliary by contacting Pat
McLaughlin at (707) 781-7181.

WILMAR ROSTER
Below is a list of all the personnel who
volunteer their time to serve the Wilmar
community:

Mike Mickelson
Kelly Bradley

Chief
Assistant Chief

Brian Mickelson

Captain

Justin Fox

Captain

Devon Ayers

Engineer

Urban Anderson

Firefighter

Hannah Barnett-Powell

Firefighter

Marco Barros

Firefighter/Explorers Advisor

Patrick Bradley

Firefighter/Explorers Advisor

Jesse Cole

Firefighter

Eric Haggard

Firefighter

Ryan Hamilton

Firefighter/Explorers Advisor

Joshua Hartlieb

Firefighter

Andrew Ihlenfeldt

Firefighter

Jonathan Lucchesi

Firefighter

Kyle Marshall

Firefighter

Mitch Neve

Firefighter

Lauren Powers

Firefighter

Casey Rodd

Firefighter

Shane Redmond

Firefighter

Gabriel Sacher
Tyler Selna
Tony Tescallo

Recruit
Firefighter
Recruit

Support Staff:
Mark Heine
Mark Horn
Pat McLaughlin
Debby McLaughlin
Julie Mello
Don Reid
David Tuttle

Web Site
Captain Support
Auxillary Support
Newsletter
Marketing Support
Facebook Support
Firefighter Support

