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   Wilmar Volunteer Fire 
Department's 26 volunteers are 
committed to serving our community  
with enthusiasm and 
professionalism. Wilmar personnel, 
along with our Cal Fire partners, 
responded to over 329 emergency 
calls in 2016!  Of the 329 incidents, 
195 emergency calls were in the 
Wilmar Community with medical 
emergencies continuing to be the 
largest percentage of our 
emergency responses at 60%. 
Firefighters also responded to traffic 
accidents, structure fires, rescues, 
public assists, hazardous conditions 
and wildland fires, both in and out of 
the Wilmar community.  
   Wilmar Fire personnel and 
equipment were called upon often to 
cover CAL FIRE stations during the 
2016 fire season. On one cover 
assignment Wilmar was dispatched 
directly to the Clayton Incident in 
Lower Lake. Crews worked tirelessly  
to assist in containing the fire 
alongside several other Northern 
California fire agencies.  
   Wilmar Volunteer staff, along with 
other fire agencies throughout the 
county, have been engaged in a 
couple of fire studies, looking to find 
ways of improving the fire delivery 
response county wide. We have 
been working with the County Board 
of Supervisors with the hope of 
obtaining new funds to assist the 
volunteer fire companies.  We are 
hopeful that some of the hard work 
by many folks over the last three 
years will start to finally pay off! 
   As we look ahead to 2017, we are 
excited to be able to take delivery of  
our new fire engine in February! 
Because of delays at the factory we 
were not able to receive the engine 
as expected in August. Once it 
arrives and is outfitted, our 
volunteers will begin extensive 
training on its operations before it is 
placed in service. 
   Wilmar Fire Department has not 
forgotten the commitment, 
professionalism and values that this 
community established over 50 
years ago. Our Volunteers strive to 
provide the best level of service and 
protection for our community and 
wherever called upon. Training is a 
high priority for Wilmar Fire and we 
continue to be recognized not only 
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This year has been a busy year for 
the Explorers! We have been 
fortunate enough to bring aboard 
several new Explorers while 
promoting one to the rank of 
Volunteer Firefighter. TJ Green 
was promoted to a Wilmar 
Firefighter and is now completing 
his training in the County’s 
Volunteer Firefighter Academy.  We 
were fortunate to bring on some 
new Explorers as well.  Logan 
Elliott, Brandon Ruzick, and James 
Burggraf are all new additions to 
our program this year. 
 The annual “Toys for Tots” toy 

drive was a great success as we 
were able to donate a full engine 

for our training standards, but 
also for the professionalism 
we portray to the volunteer 
fire service community here in 
Sonoma County.  
...Mike Mickelson, Fire Chief

   As we say farewell to 2016, 
and officially end Wilmar Fire 
Department’s 50th Anniversary 
Celebration, we pay tribute 
once again to the Founders of 
our Department who worked 
so diligently back in 1966 to 
put our first apparatus on the 
road, a 1948 Dodge “Fire 
Truck”.  Not many of those 16 
original Founders are still with 
us today, as we recently lost 
another with the passing of 
Jim McDowell.  Be assured, 
their legends live on!
   When we fast forward to 
2017, we find a fully paid for 
fire station, along with a solid 
fleet of fire apparatus, soon to 
be joined with a brand new 
type-1 fire engine!  As a 
community we have much to 
be proud of in the way that 
you have supported and 
improved your local fire 
department.  Today, we enjoy 
a great team of dedicated, well 
trained Firefighters, an eager 
to learn group of Fire 
Explorers, as well as 
competent individuals who 
oversee the business end of 
things, serving as our Board of  
Directors.  But it doesn’t end 
there.  Our community 
members are always there for 
us too, whether it be 
volunteering for the many jobs 
at the annual barbecue 
fundraiser, or possibly as a 
Fire Auxiliary Member helping 
us throughout the year. Our 
motto at Wilmar is “If you’ve 
got the desire, we’ve got a 
place for you to help us out!”
   Speaking of barbecue 
fundraisers, we are excited to 
announce that our 50th BBQ 
held last July, was the most 
profitable in the history of our 
Department, thanks to our 
loyal citizens!  We also tried 
something different in the 

Spring, by having the Firefighters 
Association put on a pancake 
breakfast/open house that was 
very well received. 
   This year we will incorporate the 
department’s annual meeting 
which includes the election of 
Board members, into the regular 
Board meeting of March 16th @ 
the fire station, beginning at 7 p.m.  
All community members are 
welcome and encouraged to 
attend this meeting!!  Coffee and 
dessert will be served.  The Board 
has two openings this year for any 
interested folks.  One term is for 5 
years, while the other is a 2 year 
term.  Per our by-laws, you must 
reside in the Wilmar Fire response 
area to be eligible to run.  At this 
time, we do have one community 
member who has declared his 
intent to run for the 5 year term.  
   It is bittersweet that I announce 
the upcoming retirement for two of 
our long time Board members.  
After collectively adding up a total 
of 40 years of service, Al Mello and 
I will be stepping down after the 
annual meeting on March 16th.  I 
can tell you on behalf of Al and 
myself, that it has been a true 
pleasure serving you and our great  
community!  This Fire Department 
is second to none, and proudly 
stands ready to help our citizens in 
their time of need at a moment’s 
notice.  We are very thankful for 
the great leadership of Chief Mike 
Mickelson and Assistant Chief 
Kelly Bradley!  
...Bob Green, Board President



and pickup truck worth of 
toys to the Petaluma 
Christmas Cheer Program to 
be distributed to needy 
families in the area.  Another 
one of our accomplishments 
this year was the ability to 
purchase 5 brand new fire 
helmets along with caps and 
sweatshirts for our 
Explorers.
 As we look into 2017 

hopefully we will see more 
new faces at the Post to fill 
in the vacancies left by those 
who either move up to our 
Volunteer Firefighter ranks 
or who leave the area for 
college. For more 
information on joining our 
Explorer Post, log onto the 
Wilmarfire.com website and 
click on the Explorers tab.

Visit our website: www.wilmarfire.com 
 Join wilmarfire on 

Kids Games 

Fire Engine 
Rides 

2 Raffles 

Silent Auction 

Win a 
Trip for 2 to  

Hawaii 

Fun for the 
Whole Family 

Can’t Stay? 
Take Your 

Meal “To Go” 

Wilmar Volunteer Fire Department 

Dinner Includes: 
BBQ’D Chicken,  

Salad, Chili, Roll and Milk 

No Host Bar: 
Beer on Tap, Wine, Soda and Bottled Water 

 51st Annual 
Chicken BBQ Fundraiser 

Sunday, July 23rd 
11:00a.m to 4:00p.m. 
At the Holy Ghost Hall 

(corner of Bodega & Eucalyptus Aves) 

Announces it’s 

Adults - $14   ~  Kids - $9 ~ 12 & under 

All proceeds benefit the Wilmar Volunteer Fire Department 501(c)(4) non-profit. 

Supervisor David Rabbitt (center) presenting a Resolution 
honoring Wilmar Fire Dept. 

for 50 years of Exemplary Public Service.  Accepting the 
Resolution are Chief Mike Mickelson (left)

and Board President Bob Green (right).

Wilmar's new engine nearing 
completion in South Dakota.

Wilmar (Bailey Maack & Brian Mickelson) and Cal 
Fire assist a person that had a medical emergency 

while hiking in Helen Putnam Park.
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Wilmar FF Pat Bradley manning a hose 
line at a Garage Fire in the 1900 Block 
of Middle Two Rock Rd. on July 31st.

Wilmar Firefighters responded to the Moreda Dairy 
on Chileno Valley Rd. on July 20th tasked with 

extinguishing several hundred tons of hay.

ANNUAL COMMUNITY 
MEETING & ELECTION
March 16th, 7 p.m.
at the Fire Station




