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Who is ISO? 

Insurance Services Office or “ISO” collects data and other analytical information about risks in 
specific areas. ISO administers the Public Protection Classification Program or “PPC”. 

What is the PPC program? 
ISO collects information on municipal fire-protection efforts in communities throughout the 
United States. In each of those communities, ISO analyzes the relevant data using their Fire 
Suppression Rating Schedule (FSRS) and then assign a Public Protection Classification from 1 to 
10. Class 1 represents exemplary public protection, and Class 10 indicates that the area's fire-
suppression program doesn't meet ISO's minimum criteria. 

By classifying communities' ability to suppress fires, ISO helps the communities evaluate their 
public fire-protection services. The program provides an objective, countrywide standard that 
helps fire departments in planning and budgeting for facilities, equipment, and training. And by 
securing lower fire insurance premiums for communities with better public protection, the PPC 
program provides incentives and rewards for communities that choose to improve their 
firefighting services. 

Why is ISO Classification Ratings important to me? 

Once a classification has been established by ISO the information is then distributed to 
homeowner’s insurance agencies such as Nationwide, AllState, or Liberty Mutual. Information 
distributed to ISO helps community homeowners by lowering insurance premiums supported by 
data collected that assures insuring agencies of fire protection in that area. 

What is my current ISO rating? 

The Village of Athalia’s current Public Protection Classification is “6”. 

 

What affects ISO ratings? 

Combined, there is tons of information compiled together to determine a classification rating. 
That data includes: 

• Fire Department Apparatus & Capabilities 

• Fire Hydrant Quantity, Locations, and Flow Rates 

• Applicable Training & Emergency Preparation 

• Staff Size 

• Fire Station Location 

• Fire Department Response Time 

• Annual Fire Equipment Testing 

• Nearby Water Sources 
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The Problem 

 

Liability 

The Village of Athalia currently receives fire protection from the Rome Volunteer Fire 
Department free-of-charge and with no contractual agreement. Since the Village of Athalia is not 
in the “Rome Township Fire District” and no contract exists, this creates an issue of liability for 
the Rome Volunteer Fire Department and also our insurance companies such as the Ohio Bureau 
of Workers Compensation (Ohio BWC) and Volunteer Fireman’s Insurance Services (VFIS).  

The Ohio BWC insures the members of the Rome Volunteer Fire Department of medical 
care in the event of a fire-related injury. Strict rules enforced by the Ohio BWC state that the 
coverage ONLY applies to fire department staff injured during an “on-duty” incident inside of 
the department’s fire protection district, or another district, when only requested for mutual aid. 

VFIS Insurance, which provides the fire department with blanket coverage for apparatus, 
equipment, and liability, is similar in nature with their strict rules. Their insurance is regulated to 
the department’s protection district, or another district, when only requested for mutual aid. 

In layman terms: This means that if an incident occurs in the Village of Athalia and a fire 
department vehicle responding becomes involved in an accident at the intersection of Market 
Street & County Road 42 VFIS Insurance is not obligated to replace/repair the apparatus, other 
vehicles involved, or any equipment lost during the accident. The Ohio BWC also is not 
obligated to provide any medical assistance to the injured staff of the fire department. 

 

ISO Mitigation 
 

During a recent ISO Community Survey Update it was determined by ISO that the 
Village of Athalia has no recognized fire protection because the Village has neither fire 
department nor a contract to receive fire protection currently on file. These factors make the 
current ISO Classification of “6” jump to a Class “10”. Class “10” means the area is un-protected 
and from an insurance company’s standpoint practically “uninsurable”. Current policy holders 
would see a jump in their yearly premium (nearly double) and new homeowners would be 
considered high risk and their qualification for insurance would be in question. 

It is the intentions of the Rome Volunteer Fire Department to ensure the lowest insurance 
premiums for the community members of Rome Township & the Village of Athalia and the best 
fire protection capability possible.  
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Solutions & Options 

 

Option #1 – Become Part of the Rome Fire District / Pay into Rome Fire Levy 

Option #2 – Sign a Contract / Propose Athalia Fire Levy 

Option #3 – Sign a Contract / Homeowner’s or Village Pays Per Call 

Option #4 – Sign a Contract with another Fire Department 

 

All of these options will be thoroughly explained in the following paragraphs: 

 

Option #1 – Become Part of Rome Fire District / Pay into Fire Levy 

 Through a resolution adopted and signed by both the Village of Athalia and the 
Rome Township Trustees, the village could easily become part of the Rome Fire District. This 
also means that homeowners would pay into the current Rome Fire Levy. Although homeowners 
in the village would see a slight increase of their yearly property tax they would still benefit from 
an ISO Class Rating of “6” instead of a Class “10”.  As the fire department updates its apparatus 
and firefighting equipment that class rating may go down, resulting in lower insurance premiums 
for community members in the Village of Athalia. 

 Once a member of the Rome Fire District, it would not be necessary to enter into 
any contract directly with the Rome Volunteer Fire Department and would also place no 
financial obligation on the Village itself. 

Option #2 – Sign a Contract / Propose Athalia Fire Levy 

 Through a resolution adopted by the Athalia Village Council the decision could 
be made to enter into a contract with Rome Volunteer Fire Department for fire protection and 
proposing a fire levy on the November ballot. Although this option would alleviate the problems 
stated before, it would cost the Village a contract fee to be determined during the negotiation of 
the contract. It would also require the fire department to be present at Village Council meetings 
requesting for purchases to be made out of that fund. The Village would then have to handle all 
of the payment and associated billing/clerical work for items the Village Council approved for 
purchase. 

 

 



Rome Volunteer Fire Department 
Village of Athalia 

4 

 

4  

 

Option #3 – Sign a Contract / Homeowner or Village Pays Per Call 

 With a contract set at a pre-determined cost in place for fire protection to the 
Village of Athalia by the Rome Volunteer Fire Department it would also alleviate all of the 
problems mentioned before, but require financial responsibility for the homeowners or the 
Village of Athalia at a “per-call-basis” meaning individuals would be billed for the response of 
the fire department or the Village based on how council may decide to pass that resolution. 

Option #4 – Sign a Contract with another Fire Department 

Should council deem it necessary, the Village of Athalia may sign a fire protection 
response contract with another surrounding fire department. This option is highly un-
recommended by the members of the Rome Volunteer Fire Department. Not only would it 
increase response times during an incident but automatically set the ISO Classification at Class 
“10” regardless of the contracting fire department’s capability or plans for improvement. 

 

The Rome Volunteer Fire Department strongly supports Option #1. 

Becoming part of the Rome Fire District is obviously the simplest & most inexpensive 
choice. Here are some supporting reasons: 

• No Financial Obligation by the Village of Athalia for Fire Protection Contract 

• ISO Classification Update Benefits 

• No bookkeeping or clerical work for the Village to pay for purchases approved 
for the department by council. 

• No financial obligation to individuals or to the Village of Athalia per call 

• Maintain Low Insurance Premiums 

 

How much do I pay for the fire levy now that I am in the Rome Fire District? 

Although paying MORE taxes sounds overwhelming, the fire levy in effect for the Rome 
Fire District only costs cents per $1,000 of taxable property. 

 

Per the Lawrence County Auditor’s Office: “A home valued at $100,000 

would only add an extra $31.50 per year on your property taxes” 
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Think $31.50 is expensive? 

EXAMPLE 

 

John and Jane Doe buy a new house in the Village of Athalia. 

Its value is $100,000 

With Option #1 the Doe’s Pay: 

Pay To: Cost 

Fire Levy $31.50/yr 
Insurance Premium (Class 6) $581.00/yr 
Fire Response Cost $0.00 

With Option #1 the Doe’s are only required to pay $31.50/yr for fire protection and there 
is no cost to the Village of Athalia. 

With Option #2 the Doe’s Pay: 

Pay To: Cost 

Fire Levy $31.50/yr* 
Insurance Premium (Class 6) $581.00/yr 
Fire Response Cost $0.00 

With Option #2 the homeowner’s financial responsibility is pretty close to Option #1, 
however with this option the Village pays for contract fees and is responsible for payment of all 
equipment purchased and the associated work, cost, and auditing of maintaining the levy 
account. 

1 
 

 

                                                           
* Based upon a 1-Mill levy similar to the current Rome Township Levy. 
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With Option #3 the Doe’s Pay: 

Pay To: Cost 

Fire Levy $0.00/yr 
Insurance Premium (Class 6) $581.00/yr 
Fire Response Cost Varies 

With Option #3 the yearly recurring costs of the Fire Levy is not present, but in the event 
of an incident where an individual may get billed the price could vary based on the type of 
incident, time on scene, and how many apparatus responded. These prices could vary from $250-
$2,000 per call. The Village also has a financial obligation for contract fees. 

 

With Option #4 the Doe’s Pay: 

Pay To: Cost 

Fire Levy $0.00/yr 
Insurance Premium (Class 10) $972.00/yr 
Fire Response Cost Could Vary 

 With Option #4 there are no recurring fire levy costs, but the Village of Athalia’s ISO 
Classification would immediately jump to a Class “10” which would substantially increase the 
insurance premiums of all current and future homeowners. Based on the contract signed with 
another department, it too could include the right to bill individual homeowners and require 
contract fees. 

As you can see, the Rome Volunteer Fire Department believes that Option #1 will 
strongly benefit both the Village of Athalia and its residents.2 

For more information contact: 

Rome Volunteer Fire Department 
9666 County Road 107 

P.O. Box 966 
Proctorville, OH 45669 

Emergency Dial 911 
740-886-6770 Office 

740-886-5703 Fax 
http://www.romefire.com 

 

Public Relations Office : Relations@RomeFire.com  

                                                           
 


